
 

 

 

 

Leveling up to tackle regional disparities 
 

Speakers: 

Keynote: 

- Enrico Giovannini, Minister of Infrastructure and Sustainable Mobility, Italy 

Panelists: 

- Paul Collier, Professor of Economics and Public Policy, Blavatnik School of Government, 

University of Oxford  

- Albert Ting, Chairman, Lawrence S. Ting Memorial Foundation and CX Technology 

- Luca Trifone, Diplomatic Advisor to the Mayor of Rome 

- Edlam Abera Yemeru, Chief, Urbanization & Development, United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa 

Moderator: 

- Nicolas Buchoud, President, Grand Paris Alliance for Metropolitan Development (Global 

Solutions Fellow) 

Session description: 

Inequality between regions is an important driver the decoupling of economic and social 

prosperity. Economic prosperity is increasingly spatially concentrated, while left-behind 

regions struggle with poverty, bad education, inferior health, political extremism. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic disruptions have created new spaces for change, as citizens and 

decision-makers around the globe are looking for recovery options. However, this window of 

opportunity to drive change in new directions will not last for long in times of high political 

and economic volatility. This is the time for a deep, bold, well-informed move in response to 

the fragmentation of global decision-making. ‘Urban tinkering’ (Keith, Parnell et al., 2020) 
cannot continue to be the only answer. What institutional foundations could help to value 

‘homo economicus’ prosocial motives beyond his selfish interests (Collier, 2020)? Under which 
conditions could the international cooperation that allowed for the rapid sequencing of the 

SARS-CoV-2 genome and the development of vaccines be expanded to other areas, in 

particular sustainable urbanization and infrastructure systems? Beyond the „global cities and 

infrastructure for growth“ narrative that has largely prevailed since the aftermath of the Cold 

War, this session will reflect on how key policy-making arenas such as the G20 can help reverse 

urbanization’s extraordinary ability to cement and lock-in an unsustainable, unequal future. 

 

Objectives: 

- Highlight the spatial dimension of the decoupling of economic and social prosperity. 

- Address the important policy fields to counter regional disparities. 
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