
 

 

 

 

Towards a Strong G20 for Effective Multilateral Cooperation 
 

Speakers: 

Interview: 

- Olaf Scholz, Minister of Finance, Germany 

Panelists: 

- Samir Saran, President, Observer Research Foundation, India 

- Mette Grolleman, General Manager, Senior Vice President & Senior Partner, 

FleishmanHillard 

- Dennis Snower, President, Global Solutions Initiative 

- Mo Ibrahim, Founder and Chair, Mo Ibrahim Foundation 

Moderator: 

- Ali Aslan, International TV Presenter and Journalist 

Session description: 

The global system is focused on economic growth, with social prosperity and 

environmental sustainability as subsidiary and derivative to economic growth. The 

transformational change needed to realign the political, economic and social systems, 

focusing on the wellbeing of people and planet, requires a broad coalition of actors - 

actors from politics, business and society supported by academia, actors on the global, 

national and local levels. It requires strong leadership as well as continuity in the 

dialogue and discourse. 

The G20 is an important actor for transformational change. It can supply top-level 

political impetus to global agreements and commitments. It can set norms as how 

policies should be designed. And it can initiate policies through concrete 

commitments. Through its network of international organizations and engagement 

groups, the G20 can build on profound knowledge and communicate with stakeholder 

groups. 

Yet, the G20 also faces serious criticisms. The rotating presidency bears the risk that 

effectiveness is limited as national agendas may dominate the coalition-building to 

solve global problems. Moreover, the G20’s legitimacy is often questioned. More 

generally, public and political support for multilateral cooperation has faded 

significantly in recent years. 

Governance Realignment 



 

What is the future of the G20? What are next steps in its evolution are required to make 

it a more efficient, effective, resilient and adaptable forum for global problem-solving? 

 

Objectives: 

- Discuss the role of the G20 among global institutions. 

- Discuss how public support for multilateral cooperation can be strengthened. 

- Ask how efficiency, effectiveness, resilience and adaptability of the G20 can be 

improved. 

- Discuss if G20 has a legitimacy problem and how it can be addressed. 

Literature: 

Policy briefs: 

- Kharas, H., D.J. Snower, S. Strauss. 2020. “The future of multilateralism: 

responsible globalization that empowers citizens and leaves no one behind”, 

December. https://www.g20-insights.org/policy_briefs/the-future-of-

multilateralism-responsible-globalization-that-empowers-citizens-and-leaves-

no-one-behind/ 

- Görlich, D. & J. Stein-Zalai. 2020. „Reinvigorating multilateral cooperation during 

the Covid-19 crisis: The role of the G20”. November. https://www.ifw-

kiel.de/experts/ifw/dennis-goerlich/reinvigorating-multilateral-cooperation-

during-the-covid-19-crisis-the-role-of-the-g20/  

Further readings: 

- Pisani-Ferry, Jean. 2018. “Should We Give Up on Global Governance?” Bruegel 

(Pol-icy  Contribution,  17),  October. https://www.bruegel.org/2018/10/should-

we-give-up-on-global-governance. 

- Dervis, Kemal. 2020. “Multilateralism: What policy options to strengthen 

international cooperation?”, November. 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/multilateralism-what-policy-options-to-

strengthen-international-cooperation/  


