
 

 

 

 

Pandemic preparedness as a global challenge: What lessons can be 

learned from COVID-19?  
 

T20 Task Force: 
TF1 - Global Health and Covid-19 

Speakers: 

Keynote: 
- Jens Spahn, German Federal Minister of Health 

Panelists: 
- Paola Testori Coggi, Lead Co-Chair T20 TF 1 - Global Health and Covid-19; Special 

Advisor, Italian Technological Cluster of Life Sciences Alisei 

- Michael Kremer, Professor in Economics, University of Chicago; Nobel Laureate 2019 

- Gabriela Ramos, Assistant Director-General for Social and Human Sciences, UNESCO 

- Axel Radlach Pries, President, World Health Summit 

Moderator: 
- Ali Aslan, International TV Presenter and Journalist 

 

Session description: 
Not only the fair distribution of vaccines against the coronavirus is currently a central 

challenge of the international community. Also, the establishment of effective and resilient 

public health systems including skilled personnel, disease prevention and monitoring, and 

access to treatments remain important for global health and pandemic preparedness. The 

Covid-19 pandemic has shown the aggravating impact that a global health emergency can 

have on inequalities, e.g. in terms of gender or education. Hence, pandemic preparedness is 

not only important to cope with health emergencies but also necessary to prevent social 

emergencies around the globe. Especially for low-income countries, this is difficult to achieve.  

Among the reasons for these difficulties is that research and development of treatments and 

vaccines is not adequately funded, the health infrastructure is insufficient, adequately skilled 

personnel is lacking, or the supplies are not affordable. For developed nations, pandemic 

preparedness does not end at their borders, but they need to take global responsibility. What 

could we learn from Covid-19 for global preparedness? How can R&D be incentivized? How 

can our trading system be made resilient to ensure quick and adequate response? Should the 

WHO have a stronger role and how can it be strengthened? How to ensure coordinated action 

at global, national and local level? 

Social Realignment 



 

Objectives: 

- Describe the importance of pandemic preparedness for global health  

- Present mechanism to ensure R&D and distribution  

- Discuss the required political action at global level  

- Discuss the interaction of global problem-solving with national and local actors  

 

Literature: 

Further readings: 

- Kremer, Michael; Levin, Jonathan; Snyder, Christopher (2020): Designing Advance Market 

Commitments for New Vaccines. Cambridge, MA: National Bureau of Economic 

Research.   

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nber.org/papers/w28168?utm_campaign=ntwh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ntwg28
https://www.nber.org/papers/w28168?utm_campaign=ntwh&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ntwg28
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