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Abstract

The implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development will benefit considerably from the
contributions of G20 countries. The G20 Development Working Group (DWG) can support this
endeavour by agreeing on specific steps in three areas that would specify its mandate to “act as a forum
for sustainable development dialogue” and to facilitate “mutual learning and exchange of experiences
and good practices among G20 members on their respective national actions for sustainable
development”. These three areas are mainstreaming, partnerships and building capacity / sharing
experience. (1) (2)

Challenge

In the G20 Action Plan on the 2030 Agenda, adopted in Hangzhou in 2016, G20 members committed
to contribute to its implementation through “collective and individual efforts, at home and abroad”
with a “focus on sectors and themes of the Agenda where the G20 has comparative advantage and
can add value as a global forum for economic cooperation”. Furthermore, the Action Plan states that
countries will “integrate sustainable development in domestic policies and plans and international
development efforts”. In Annex B of the Action Plan all G20 members have presented first outlines on
national actions. These commitments describe the challenge that lies in achieving results while
focusing on economic cooperation goals that are coherent with social and environmental objectives.
The Action Plan was developed in cooperation between G20 Sherpas and the Development Working
Group (DWG). In order to support implementation of the Action Plan, the DWG was mandated to “act
as a forum for sustainable development dialogue between G20 members, low income and developing
countries, development stakeholders and the G20 engagement groups” and to facilitate “mutual
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learning and exchange of experiences and good practices among G20 members on their respective
national actions for sustainable development”.

Furthermore, the DWG committed to conduct Annual Progress Reports and a Comprehensive
Accountability Report every three years. These reports would cover G20’s collective actions, and its
working groups and workstreams.

The recommendations in this policy brief pursue two interconnected aims: (i) to support the G20 in its
ambition to contribute to sustainable development in all it dimensions in a balanced and integrated
manner, and (ii) to support the DWG to fulfill its mandate with a view to the Hangzhou Action Plan.
We group our proposals in three areas that we consider important: mainstreaming, partnerships and
building capacity / sharing experience.

Proposal

Proposal 1: Intensify and facilitate the mainstreaming of the SDGs

As G20 members are very diverse countries, mainstreaming the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
both domestically and in forums and organizations of international cooperation will be very helpful for
promoting individual and collective actions towards implementation.

Adopt a whole-of-government approach

The G20 should underscore this approach in its collective activities and encourage all its members to
adopt this approach in their respective national action plans. A whole-of-government approach can
advance SDG implementation domestically by virtue of robust institutions and effective participation
of all sectors of society on the one hand and improve the governance of global development
cooperation by promoting international cooperation across policy fields and building global
partnerships on the other. This approach considers vertical coordination between all layers of
governance (central/federal as well as regional and local) as key for the process of implementation,
together with horizontal coordination between different policy fields (3)(4). In this way,
implementation strategies are more likely to be synergetic, to enable effective participation of all
sectors of society and to provide the necessary resources, including making proper investments that
boost prosperity, promote transparent, accountable and sustainable public procurement and
investment in innovative technologies such as renewable energies. A whole-of-government approach
also helps to improve risk management (5), promote international cooperation and carry out
comprehensive oversight reviews of national implementation.

Pursue the systemic alignment of strategies

In drawing up their national action plans, G20 members should align their policy objectives and
strategies with the 2030 Agenda both horizontally and vertically. Members should integrate the 17
sustainable goals and 169 targets of the 2030 Agenda, according to their specific conditions, into
national mid- and long-term development strategies and create synergy and complementarity
between international agendas and domestic strategies. Local development plans should be brought
in line with national/federal governments’ plans for 2030 Agenda implementation. At the same time
initiatives at the regional and local level could and should be “labs” setting innovative and creative
examples that will also inform national strategies.

Achieve cohesion between G20 collective action and national priorities

While formulating national plans, G20 members should identify areas to be prioritized in fulfilling the
sustainable development goals, taking into account the 15 priority areas (Sustainable Development
Sectors, SDS) laid out in the collective action plan as well as different national conditions, which will
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contribute to the comprehensive implementation of the 2030 Agenda. As the collective action plan is
open to updates, each G20 summit could present new actions or revise existing ones. Focusing on the
right priorities will not exclude the other sustainable development areas as specific priorities will bring
general progress on the whole.

We recommend that the G20 invest in describing the mechanisms by which the Sustainable
Development Sectors will contribute to the SDGs that each SDS targets. This description shall also
refer to how negative effects on other SDGs will be avoided and to what monitorable SDG objectives
can be expected from the SDS work streams the G20 promotes (e.g., how would the global
infrastructure connectivity alliance advance sustainable development in its three dimensions and to
which SDGs will it contribute).

Collective actions under the 15 SDS should be specified at the Hamburg summit. They should adopt a
balanced approach towards the three dimensions of sustainable development (economic, social and
environmental) and specify contributions towards the environmental dimension as well as the social
dimension (as recommended in the joint statement for open and inclusive societies by the chairs of all
G20 Engagement Groups). (6)

Proposal (2) Build dynamic and enduring partnerships between all stakeholders

Building alliances is at the core of the means of implementation for the 2030 Agenda, partnerships
within and among countries to “free humanity from the tyranny of poverty and want and to heal and
secure our planet” (Preamble of the 2030 Agenda). It is important to establish a framework that
enables enduring partnerships, through participation, transparency and accountability. Regional and
local governments play a crucial role in linking key stakeholders in territorial development. They are a
key part of public administration and draw their mandate from their regional and local democratic
accountability and from working on the front line, close to citizens and communities. Civil society
organizations, the private sector, and academic organizations are key actors for the implementation of
SDGs and their partnership with regional and local governments should be enhanced.

Establish innovative and effective partnerships

SDG 17 demands all countries and all stakeholders (private sector, civil society organisations and
academia) to work together to implement the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs. As these goals are
interlinked and require integrated approaches for implementation, cross-sectoral and multi-
stakeholders partnerships at every level are an adequate instrument for achieving the SDGs. The G20
should encourage its members to engage in multi-stakeholder partnerships, including public-private
partnerships (PPP). Moreover, the DWG should start to work on standard-setting, e.g. by elaborating
SDG-related standards for PPPs, emphasizing its developmental component, and on specific review
and oversight procedures in order to promote peer learning on such partnerships within the G20 and
between members and non-members. Innovative and effective multi-stakeholder partnerships that
enable capacity building and technology transfer should be greatly encouraged.

Work on a common understanding of CBDR 2.0

Although the 2030 Agenda reaffirmed “all the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development, including, inter alia, the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, as set
out in principle 7 thereof” (para 12) it remains a controversy as to whether the principle of Common
but Differentiated Responsibilities should serve as a principle for the implementation of the 2030
Agenda and how it should be understood (or adapted). We believe that the G20 should engage in
fostering a common understanding of CBDR 2.0 as this will contribute substantially to more equal and
balanced global partnerships for development among G20 members and beyond. Specifically, all
countries have the common responsibility of implementing the 2030 Agenda at home. Highly-
industrialized countries have additional responsibility for facilitating international cooperation towards
this purpose. This includes their commitment of devoting 0.7% of gross national income to official
development assistance. Newly-industrialized countries and middle-income countries should commit
to nationally determined contributions for international cooperation that supports SDG
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implementation, applying the Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDC) principle,
introduced in the context of the Paris Agreement, to the 2030 Agenda. Least-developed countries
should step up mobilization of domestic resources and ensure that aid flows contribute to achieving
SDG targets. In addition, in building global partnerships, experience and knowledge sharing should be
encouraged to promote South-South, South-North, and North-North cooperation and make the best
of comparative advantages so as to help developing countries to build up capacities.

Proposal (3) Build up a framework and institutional capacities for SDG implementation
Positive experiences with implementing the SDGs should be shared among G20 members, especially
with a view to monitoring and evaluation. Experience sharing is also important regarding the
accountability not only of governments but also of other stakeholders that contribute to
implementation, such as parliaments, the private sector, NGOs, universities, and think tanks. Finally,
given the G20 countries’ position within the multilateral system, G20 members should commit
towards a programmatic alignment of multilateral organizations, including multilateral development
banks and the IMF, with the requirements of the 2030 Agenda.

Raise public awareness on the SDGs

Governments should invest in explaining to the public the significance of the SDGs for both national
and international action towards improving wellbeing and protecting the natural foundations of life.
An improved awareness and understanding could increase the legitimacy for policies that make
reference to the SDGs and strengthen accountability. This could be done in cooperation with civil
society, but government involvement is crucial.

Introduce a timetable for national plans

All G20 members need to clarify their individual timetables respectively on working out their national
action plans. In Annex B of the Action Plan all G20 members have presented first outlines on national
actions. They should commit to update these outlines by the 2018 G20 Summit. The DWG should
prepare a template for this. In addition, six G20 members presented a voluntary national report at the
HLPF (plus two further EU member states) already in 2016; for 2017 six additional G20 members have
volunteered for reporting. (7) This leaves seven G20 members who have not declared yet when they
will report. (8) The G20 as a whole should agree that all members at least start working on their
national action plan in the year of 2017 and commit to report at the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF)
in 2018 in order to reaffirm their commitment to the 2030 Agenda and to inject energy into the
implementation process around the world. These national action plans should cover all SDGs and the
three dimensions of sustainable development, along with a monitoring plan. In addition, G20
countries should remain engaged in the reporting process in order to manifest leadership by example
and maintain the momentum of reporting and learning.

Elaborate a comparable performance review

The G20 Summit should give the DWG a mandate to work out a performance review system for the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda by the G20. Such a review system could (i) help to increase
coordination between the DWG and other G20 working groups regarding mainstreaming development
issues, and (ii) contribute to the Annual Progress Reports and the Comprehensive Accountability
Report of the DWG. The performance review system could establish a process for review and selection
of specific successful policies, programs or projects which are innovative, sustainable and replicable.
These policies, programs and projects could be documented and shared as SDG Solutions within a
DWG knowledge platform, and thus enable knowledge sharing within and beyond the G20. The review
system could benefit from both the work of the OECD on measuring distance to the SDGs and targets
and the work of the United Nations Development System (UNDS) as well as the HLPF review process.
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Build an evaluation agenda

The G20 should call its members to ensure two main issues: first, the evaluability of all SDG-related
policies and major programmes when designing and formulating national interventions, and second,
evaluation of action plans performance (as stated above) and impact of national policies towards
SDGs. This will allow for sharing lessons learned among countries and across sectors, and nurture the
global development community with fresh findings and knowledge. (9)

The United Nations Evaluation Group (UNEG) can promote and facilitate principles for sound
evaluation among G20 members. The G20 members are encouraged to work with the UN to elaborate
a set of criteria & indicators to monitor the impact of individual and collective action by G20 members,
at national and international levels, and to develop a list of less and better indicators than currently
agreed. A set of indicators to assess the impact of financial flows upon SDG implementation outcomes
would also be helpful, as well as work on standards for measuring adequate contributions to global
public goods for different country groupings.

Embed the 2030 Agenda in development finance institutions

The G20 should promote a dialogue between national development banks in order to establish a
common approach for the implementation of the SDGs, as well as to promote knowledge sharing and
identify best practices. Furthermore, given the G20 countries positions within Multilateral
Development Banks, the DWG should set up an agenda for the adoption of SDG related standards and
policies. (10)

Support and reform the UN Development System

The G20 should encourage its members to tap into the UN Development System when formulating
their national action plans. UNDS is playing a key role in facilitating implementation in multiple ways,
such as acting as a facilitator, catalyst and bridge-builder, helping drafting the national action plan,
setting up the national GTI, as well as helping to objectively assess the performance, and the domestic
and international impacts of national action. In this context, the G20 should acknowledge the
indispensable role of the UN Development System in implementation and promote a dialogue among
its members envisaging a common agenda for reforming and strengthening the UNDS, in order to
adjust the institution to the challenges posed by the 2030 Agenda (11). Furthermore, being an
important forum for global economic governance, the G20 should also strengthen coordination with
the UNDS in implementing the 2030 Agenda.
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Implementation Overview

The G20 countries and the G20 Development Working Group can support the implementation of the
2030 Agenda by agreeing on specific steps in three areas:
- Mainstreaming: adopt a whole-of-government approach, achieve cohesion between G20
collective action and national priorities
- Partnerships: engage systematically and transparently with civil society, business and
academia; elaborate SDG-related standards for public-private partnerships; invest in common
understanding of CBDR 2.0
- Building capacity / sharing experience: establish a performance review system; build an
evaluation agenda, together with the UN; embed the Agenda in development finance
institutions and support the reform of the UN Development System
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